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‘‘Bob’’ Pitts who proudly served in the 150th 
Combat Engineer Battalion. Mr. Pitts joined 
the Army in 1943 and left his boyhood home 
in Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts for basic 
training at Fort Devens, Massachusetts. He 
was among a group of young men from New 
England who received special training in elec-
trical engineering. Their small unit would dis-
tinguish themselves during fierce military cam-
paigns including being in the first assault 
crossings of the Rhine River. They became 
one of the few small units to receive a Presi-
dential Unit Citation. 

Mr. Pitts, who rose to the rank of Tec 5, 
served as the battalion electrician, battalion 
photographer, and reconnaissance scout. It 
was during his time in Europe that Mr. Pitts 
began his duties as the battalion photog-
rapher. He often developed photographs in a 
makeshift darkroom which also served as his 
sleeping quarters. 

In addition to taking photographs on and off 
the battlefield, Mr. Pitts would also go on dan-
gerous reconnaissance missions. He was 
awarded the Bronze Star while serving on a 
mission with the battalion captain and two oth-
ers. They came under small arms fire and 
then they encountered a German unit with 
tanks. His bravery that day earned him the 
Bronze Star. Mr. Pitts would also earn the 
Good Conduct Medal. 

Eventually, this tight-knit unit would be di-
vided up, but that did not keep them from 
staying in touch. Two years after they returned 
home from war, these young soldiers formed 
the 150th Combat Engineer Battalion Associa-
tion. They held reunions for more than 60 
years before their last one in 2005. 

Mr. Pitts’ son, Rick, says his father’s engi-
neering skills would serve him well when he 
returned to the civilian world. Mr. Pitts was 
eventually employed by MIT as an electronic 
engineer assistant. He worked on very early 
computers and later on ‘‘Star Wars’’ projects 
for the U.S. Department of Defense in Massa-
chusetts, Hawaii and New Mexico. 

Mr. Pitts, who is now 94, is a member of our 
greatest generation. It is an honor to recog-
nize this great American veteran and citizen 
who leaves behind a legacy that will be re-
membered for generations to come. It is an 
honor to be among those who followed in his 
footsteps as a member of the 150th Combat 
Engineer Battalion. 

Mr. Pitts was married to Eleanor M. Hatha-
way for 48 years. She died in 1998. They 
have three children; Robert (deceased), Nancy 
and Richard. He has one grandson, Robert. 
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HONORING DR. MARK SHINAR 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, as a former 
school teacher, I am intimately aware of the 
amazing impact educators can have on young 
minds. At SAR High School in my district, one 
such educator, Dr. Mark Shinar, has been 
changing the lives of his students in just such 
a profound way. 

Abraham Joshua Heschel said that ‘‘It is the 
personality of the teacher which is the text that 
pupils read; the text they will never forget.’’ As 
Director of General Studies at SAR High 

School, Dr. Mark Shinar embodies this quote. 
He has proven to be a mentor and champion 
to his students both in and out of the class-
room. He is deeply invested in their academic 
and long term personal growth which con-
tinues even after they leave SAR. His is the 
voice in their ear, the text they will not forget 
as they make key decisions in the future. Mark 
brings an infectious energy and enthusiasm to 
the classroom that energizes both students 
and faculty. He leads by example and listens 
to concerns of colleagues, peers and students 
always trying to improve the learning process. 
This is the true definition of a teacher. ‘‘The 
classroom is air to me and the students are 
part of my family. It’s a joy and remarkable 
privilege to teach at SAR.’’ 

When not changing lives in the classroom, 
Mark enjoys spending his time just being a 
husband and dad. He and his wife, Lauren, 
are parents to four wonderful children, Aiden, 
Joseph, Samuel, and Ilan. The Shinar family 
are members of YIOZ in Riverdale, and will be 
making aliya at the end of the current aca-
demic year. 

This year, SAR. is honoring Mark at the or-
ganization’s 48th Anniversary Dinner with the 
Audrey Schurgin Memorial Faculty Award. 
They could not have picked a more deserving 
honoree. Congratulations again to Mark on re-
ceiving this well-deserved recognition, and 
thank you for all of your amazing work in the 
community. 
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RECOGNIZING THE EXPANSION OF 
CYPRESS BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, it 
is an honor for me to rise and recognize the 
Cypress Baptist Church of Benton, Louisiana. 
For over thirty years, Cypress Baptist has 
blessed the lives of many in our region. Most 
recently, God has blessed Cypress Baptist 
Church with the means to expand their sanc-
tuary to grow their ministry. 

Their mission, ‘‘to help people come to 
know Christ and to grow in Christ,’’ has been 
modeled by the church’s faithful congregation 
and their commitment to the Lord is unwaver-
ing. Because of their continued stewardship, 
more and more people are answering the call 
of God by being baptized and carrying out crit-
ical mission work. 

Over the past two years the communities of 
Benton and Bossier City and surrounding 
areas have come together to help Cypress 
Baptist in its mission. This church has touched 
the lives of so many, and is growing exponen-
tially, and it is only fitting that God rewards 
them with the blessing of more space to carry 
out their service. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am priviledged to recognize Cy-
press Baptist Church and congratulate this pil-
lar of our community on its continued dedica-
tion to the Kingdom. Their new sanctuary will 
be a true blessing to the people of our com-
munity. My wife, Kelly and I pray that the Spirit 
of the Lord continue to bless the congregation 
of Cypress Baptist Church. 

DR. OGLESBY YOUNG CONCORD 
MONITOR OP-ED 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I include in the RECORD an op-ed by 
Dr. Oglesby Young as published in the Con-
cord Monitor. 

MY TURN: PAID FAMILY LEAVE IS THE 
INVESTMENT OF A LIFETIME 

A pediatric colleague once said, ‘‘We can 
invest in early childhood or we can build 
more prisons 20 years later at a much great-
er cost to society.’’ 

A bill, presently before the state Legisla-
ture (HB 628), is a plan for an Employer 
Based Insurance Program to provide ‘‘paid 
family leave.’’ I believe this is an oppor-
tunity to invest in early childhood in order 
to create a healthier, more productive and 
caring society. 

Barry Brazelton, now a 95-year-old Boston 
pediatrician and researcher, established a 
half-century ago how critical newborn bond-
ing is for the baby and the parents. The de-
velopment of ‘‘attachment’’ from the start of 
life, profoundly affects the relationship be-
tween the child and his or her new parents. 

It follows that the first few years, even the 
first few months, of life lasts forever. We 
have a compelling biologic model of why 
kids who have experienced the toxic stress of 
neglect—the absence of love, as simple as 
cuddling—have trouble learning. A Harvard 
pediatrician, Jack Shonkoff, states simply, 
‘‘We can modify behavior late, but we can’t 
rewire disrupted brain circuits.’’ 

Years ago, I remember seeing the MRI 
scans of the brains of children who were 
completely neglected in an Eastern Euro-
pean orphanage. There were large areas of 
atrophy (no brain tissue), which had resulted 
from a lack of love and stimulation of these 
children early in their lives. 

As obstetricians, we see new moms rou-
tinely for their postpartum visits six weeks 
after the delivery of their babies. Most are 
just learning how to be a parent. Their bod-
ies are still healing, while they are torn be-
tween the challenges of being a new mom 
and returning to the demands of an old job. 

I realized early in my career that we could 
devote ourselves to delivering healthy ba-
bies, but it would mean nothing if we did not 
care for the mom and newborn when we sent 
them home from the hospital. Those of us 
who have children know that no matter how 
well-educated or how well-motivated, the ex-
perience of having a first child at times can 
be overwhelming. 

Babies are not born with instructions. We 
all want to be good parents, but not all of us 
have had good modeling, and not all of us 
have the resources to be the parents we want 
to be. 

Many new moms are single today with no 
support. Grandparents work and they often 
live elsewhere. In my lifetime neighborhoods 
have changed. There is no longer a woman 
down the street who has had six kids and 
welcomes the opportunity to help a new 
mom as she was once helped. For these rea-
sons, 20 years ago, we established the 
Healthy Beginnings Endowment at Concord 
Hospital, raising $1.3 million to award grants 
annually to Concord area programs that sup-
port and educate new parents. 

Physicians have been the most generous 
donors to this endowment because they un-
derstand the wisdom of investing in early 
childhood to prevent adult problems. The 
upshot is that children who are undermined 
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early are much more likely in later years to 
suffer mental illness, heart disease, obesity, 
diabetes and other physical ailments. 

The bill before us, HB 628, would give time 
and financial support at very little cost, to 
permit new parents to establish an attach-
ment to their baby that would pay dividends 
over the lifetime of their child. We are one of 
the few developed countries in the world that 
does not provide this benefit to new parents. 

In England, my daughter-in-law was given 
nine months of paid maternity leave when 
she had our granddaughter. In France, our 
former exchange student was awarded six 
months of paid leave, as was her husband, 
following the birth of each of their three 
children. In Germany, a close friend’s daugh-
ter had one year of paid maternity leave and 
her husband three months after their first 
baby. It should not surprise us that the peo-
ple of those countries are healthier and live 
longer than us (even though Europeans drink 
and smoke more than us). And, remarkably 
their health care costs amount to half of 
what we spend per person in this country. 

The implication is that the most cost-ef-
fective window to bring about change in the 
health and welfare of a country isn’t high 
school or even kindergarten. It is the early 
childhood years, and it can be done at a rel-
atively low cost, when compared to the later 
financial burden of adult health care. 

Presently, we have a ravaging substance 
abuse crisis into which we are pouring mil-
lions of dollars to treat and rehabilitate 
those afflicted. It seems, almost every week, 
we read in the Concord Monitor about an-
other young person whose life has been lost 
to overdose. Is there a better example today 
that an ‘‘ounce of prevention would save 
pounds of cure’’? 

If we are to have healthy, responsible, kind 
adults—young people who choose not to 
abuse themselves or others—we must first 
create kids with a deep sense of self worth, a 
strong respect for themselves and others. 
Adults who love well have been children who 
were well-loved. Adults who care deeply 
about others and our world were children 
who were deeply cared for. 

The crucial value of ‘‘paid family leave’’ is 
that it would it would provide parents to 
start their child on the path to a successful 
adulthood. 

I recently read the book Find Me Unafraid: 
Love, Loss and Hope in an African Slum. The 
author, Kennedy Odede, overcame a late 
childhood fraught with constant hunger, 
complete poverty and physical abuse. He 
writes, ‘‘As a young child, I knew how much 
my mother loved me. When I was on the 
streets, I thought of what my mom had told 
me, that no matter where I was in the world, 
if I could see the stars, I should know that 
she could see them, too, and I felt her love 
always.’’ 

Kennedy Odede is an adult now, who has 
returned to his impoverished Nairobi slum 
and created a school for girls and a commu-
nity organization called Shining Hope for 
Communities. In spite of a cruel childhood, 
except for his first three years of life, he has 
become a successful, productive, happy adult 
who is devoted to improving his old neigh-
borhood, his world. Paid family leave is fun-
damental to a healthy society because it pro-
vides the framework for a precious, priceless 
early childhood—the foundation on which re-
sponsible, loving adults grow. For those of 
you who believe we cannot afford paid family 
leave, I would argue that we can’t afford not 
to provide paid family leave. The future of 
our society surely rests on this wise invest-
ment. 

(Dr. Oglesby H. Young lives in Concord.) 

IN HONOR OF WESTFIELD HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize a school in my District who was re-
cently crowned as state champion in football. 
The Westfield High School Bulldogs Football 
team, led by Athletic Director Terri Towle, 
Head Coach Kyle Simmons and Assistant 
Coaches Dan Keating, Jon Shields, Mike 
Giancola, Pete Bendorf, Jose Ardon, Alex 
Callas, Mike King, Chris Coyer, and Curtis 
Knight, was one of several teams who won 
state titles in a variety of sports from Virginia’s 
10th Congressional District. I am proud of their 
hard work in achieving this goal. They prac-
ticed long hours as a team, and this extraor-
dinary achievement shows how far dedication, 
hard work, and commitment to teamwork can 
take a group as they played against some of 
the best competition in the nation. 

This year’s state championship was a re-
match of the 2015 state championship, where 
Westfield defeated Oscar Smith High School 
in quadruple overtime. Oscar Smith jumped 
out to a 7–0 lead in the first quarter; but West-
field took the lead in second with touchdowns 
by Nolan Cockrill and Sean Eckert. They ex-
tended their lead to 21–7 in the third after Na-
thaniel Chung punched in a third touchdown. 
However, Oscar Smith stormed back in the 
fourth quarter, scoring two touchdowns and 
executing a two point conversion with seven 
seconds left on the clock to send the game to 
overtime. Oscar Smith struck first with a 
touchdown pass on the first play. With the 
game on the line, Westfield answered with a 
touchdown pass of its own, tying the game at 
28 and forcing a second overtime. Westfield 
had capitalized on having the first possession, 
with Rehman Johnson throwing his fourth 
touchdown of the night to Ivory Frimpong. 
Westfield’s defense then rose up, and stopped 
Oscar Smith’s high powered offense on the 
three yard line and in doing so, secured the 
Bulldogs’ second state championship in as 
many years. 

Westfield High School’s Football team has 
made Virginia’s 10th Congressional District 
proud and they have represented us well. 
Winning a state championship attests to their 
impressive athletic ability, unselfish mentality, 
and determination to succeed. I commend 
them for their tireless dedication to both their 
school and their teammates, without neither of 
which this could have been possible. It takes 
a delicate combination of superior skill and 
many hours of practice to win a state title. 
Westfield Football has certainly earned this 
honor and the lessons learned over the years 
will valuably serve them as they continue on 
in their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring the Westfield Bulldogs for win-
ning the Virginia 6A Football State Champion-
ship and representing Virginia’s 10th Congres-
sional District with such distinction. I wish 
them all the best in their future endeavors. 

RECOGNIZING JACKSON COUNTY’S 
221ST ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 221st Anniversary 
of Jackson County, which was formed on Feb-
ruary 11, 1796. To celebrate this important 
day in northeast Georgia’s history, the commit-
tees of the Jackson County Courthouse are 
creating an exhibit that will cover their two 
centuries of history. 

The Historic Courthouse Restoration Com-
mittee will be giving presentations to each 
school system in Jackson County, including 
the great schools of East Jackson, Commerce, 
Jefferson, and West Jackson. 

The presentations titled, ’’Finding a Sense 
of Place in Jackson County, Georgia’’, will in-
vite approximately 1,100 eighth grade students 
into the dynamic history of their county. 

The Jackson County Historical Society has 
already published a transcription of the first 
Jackson County Superior Court docket book, 
which contains the complete histories of each 
case brought between 1796 and 1802. These 
cases in Jackson County will serve to show 
the rich history of the judicial system that has 
guided Jackson County since its inception. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
deep history and notable leadership that 
comes from Jackson County on its 221st Anni-
versary. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MIS-
SISSIPPI ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD SERGEANT (SGT) ROBERT 
A. MCNAIL 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Sergeant Rob-
ert A. McNail who died while defending our 
great nation on February 11, 2005, when his 
Humvee struck another military vehicle in 
Iskandariyah, Iraq. SGT McNail was the sixth 
Mississippi National Guard soldier to give his 
life in Iraq and the second to die that year. 

SGT McNail was a member of Detachment 
1, Company B, 150th Engineer Battalion, out 
of Quitman, Mississippi. His unit was attached 
to the 155th Brigade Combat Team. In 2005, 
I was deployed as a Major to Iraq with the 
155th Brigade as the Operations Officer of the 
150th Engineer Battalion. It was an honor and 
a privilege to serve with SGT McNail. 

SGT McNail was studying to be a nurse and 
was a civilian employee at the Naval Air Sta-
tion in Meridian before he was deployed. His 
mother, Linda McNail, said her son was en-
gaged to be married at the time of his death. 
She says he enjoyed fishing and camping. 

SGT McNail’s father, Marvin McNail, said 
his son followed in the footsteps of 16 family 
members who served in the military. He was 
the only member of his family to die in military 
service. At his funeral, family and friends re-
membered him for his faith in our Heavenly 
Father and his willingness to give his life to 
keep America safe. 
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